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Patients who suffer myocardial infarction can have improved outcomes if the following elements are part of their treatment plans: 1. Rapid diagnosis of the condition. 2. Use of thrombolytics or angioplasty early in the presentation, if appropriate. 3. Use of aspirin early in the course of care. 4. Discharge medications of aspirin and beta blockade, in appropriately selected patients. 5. Documentation of efforts to counsel the patient to quit smoking. The above material outlines the key indicators in the national project to improve care for heart attack victims. Hospitals should assess the diagnosis, immediate care, and long-term management of patients with this condition. Patients have a variety of comorbidities and do not always fit into a simplified therapeutic scheme. Nevertheless, the care of myocardial infarction victims in the pilot CCP states demonstrated that a sizable number of these patients could benefit from a more focused approach to the above therapeutic interventions.